Citation for the Conferral of the Virgilio Elizondo Award on C. Gilbert Romero

June 3, 2008

Miami, Florida

On the evening of August 6, 1989, twenty-three people gathered in Berkeley, California for the second annual meeting of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States.  In the very first issue of the ACHTUS Newsletter, the print version predecessor of the Journal of Hispanic / Latino Theology, founding member ACHTUS Roger Luna writes of the energy present in the room that day, “there was an enthusiastic consensus that the academy was a giant step forward for the United States Hispanic community and for the United States Catholic community as a whole.  It was at the banquet of that second annual ACHTUS colloquium and general meeting that Virgilio Elizondo himself became the recipient of the first Virgilio Elizondo Award for distinguished achievement in theology in keeping with the mission of the Academy.  Among the seven founders who were introduced to the fifteen new members of ACHTUS present for that gathering in Berkeley, only one was a biblical scholar, and it is that biblical scholar who joins his colleague and fellow founder Roger Luna as the recipient of the Virgilio Elizondo Award at this, the twentieth annual Colloquium and General Meeting of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States.
In Matthew’s Gospel: “every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old." (Matthew 13:52).  C. Gilbert Romero, priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, teacher, pastor, biblical scholar, and founding members of ACHTUS, is just such a scribe.  His pioneering book, Hispanic Devotional Piety: Tracing the Biblical Roots, marked a groundbreaking step forward in bringing the practices of Latino/a popular religion into productive conversation with foundational texts from the Bible.  In so doing, he challenged pastoral ministers to recognize the ways in which these practices that express the living faith of our people as heirs of a wisdom ever ancient and ever new.  He challenged a view of Latino/a popular religion that disparaged such practices, inviting pastoral ministers and theologians alike to recognize the dynamic ways in which these practices are in fact practices by which the traditions and the values of Christian faith are embraced, celebrated, and handed on to new generations.  An active member of the Catholic Biblical Association of America, Gilbert Romero reminds all of us that biblical scholarship is not just a matter of retrieving the past; rather, the testimony of the apostles and prophets and the sages on the sacred page is a living word that reaches across time to challenges us to do justice in the name of the living God.  Twenty years after the founding of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States, the number of Latino/a biblical scholars committed to the mission of our Academy and counted among the members of this Academy have increased, and with that increase in numbers the chorus of voices grows that calls us to recognize our debt of gratitude to those whose work in the Academy and in the Church has made a place for us.  For this reason, in recognition of his signal and pioneering contribution, in view of what surely constitutes distinguished achievement in theology in keeping with the mission of this Academy of which he is a founding member, the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States is proud to confer the Virgilio Elizondo Award on C. Gilbert Romero.
